
Clark County Local Emergency Planning Committee 
CLARK COUNTY FIRE ADMINISTRATION 

EOC/EMS TRAINING ROOM 2ND FLOOR 
575 E. FLAMINGO RD. 
LAS VEGAS NV 89119 

 
Wednesday, November 20, 2019 

                             9:06 A.M. 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
                                              

 
LEPC MEMBERS PRESENT:  
John Steinbeck, Richard Brenner, Craig Cooper, Jackie Gravatt, Timothy O’Neil, Misty Richardson, 
Carolyn Levering, Ryan Turner, Steve Kramer, Michael Wilson, Robin Cox, Tim Cook, Carlton Parker, 
Daniel Berc, Brian Mitchell, Tori Begay, Brian Scroggins. 
 
LEPC ALTERNATES PRESENT:  
Spencer Lewis, Renee Tyler, Angeline Szymanski, John Turner, Willie Garrett. 
 
LEPC MEMBERS ABSENT:  
Travis Anderson, Roger Haskins, Tim Polk, Kevin Nicholson, Carlito Rayos, David Goss, Davila 
Ortary, Michael Anderson, Urzi Salvatore, Phil Klevorick, Dave Miller, Yuri Graves, Chudi Onowu, Dr. 
Edward Wilds, Stuart Tuner, Joseph Rodriguez, Jeremy Sonenschein, Felix Acevedo, John 
Fundenberg, Karen Donnahie, Kara Barcomb. 
 

I. Call to Order  
John Steinbeck, LEPC Chairman, called the 9:06 a.m. meeting to order on Wednesday, 
November 20, 2019. 
 

II.      Roll Call        
Bobby Elzie called roll and noted that a quorum was present. 
 

III. Public Comments  
• Angeline Syzmanski announced that registration for the Nevada Preparedness 

Summit is open. This year’s venue will be at Palace Station and registration can be 
completed at NEPAonline.org. 

• Carolyn Levering offers up congratulations towards Chief Steinbeck on his future 
promotion to Chief for Clark County Fire. John Steinbeck, LEPC Chairman, offers 
appreciation for everyone’s hard work and dedication over the years.  

  
IV. Comments from the Chair (Discussion only)  

John Steinbeck, LEPC Chairman, announced that after he vacates his position as emergency 
manager for Clark County, Deputy Fire Chief Jeff Buchanan will be accepting the position. 
After introducing Chief Buchanan, he was allowed to speak to the committee and thanked 
them for the opportunity and will do his absolute best to add value to the crew. 
 

V. Review and Approve September 10, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes (for possible action) 
The Chair moved this item on the agenda to allow all committee members to review the 
previous meetings minutes.  
 

VI. Review Activation of the Medical Reserve Corp (for discussion only) 
Deb Moran covered the history, previous operations and mission objectives of the Medical 
Reserve Corps to the committee. The volunteers of the Medical Reserve Corps are trained in 
basic first aid, CPR, safety measures to take during a disaster and are placed on a standby 
list to assist the health district across the state during exercises, training, disasters and other 



health programs. LEPC Chair John Steinbeck, asks questions relating to licensing and 
liability of this program across state lines with the use of our interstate agreements. Deborah 
Moran and Steve Kramer informed the committee that the MRC is covered under the 
Southern Nevada Health District, they will indemnify all work and health insurance of medical 
workers and staff under specific incidents such as exercises, emergencies and training 
programs. Steve Kramer further explains that there is a difference between MRC and 
statewide volunteers. MRC is more focused on local level events but there are 80 personnel 
are available to deploy statewide and nationally. They are available to be deployed through 
the office of public health and can be utilized in shelters as well, since the Red Cross does 
not provide health care personnel during sheltering operations. All volunteers go through a 
background check as well. Craig Cooper asks about the resources available to the volunteers 
to use in the community. Steve Kramer states there are first aid kits, AEDs, canopies, 
modular kennels/crate facilities for veterinarian personnel, animal control trailers and a small 
amount of basic supplies.  

 
VII. Review and Approve FY2020 LEPC HazMat Plan and LEPC Hazmat 2019 Exercise for 

submittal to SERC (for possible action) 
Richard Brenner briefed the committee on the feedback he has received on the FY2020 
LEPC HazMat plan that he has updated. Other than small changes based on the 
recommendations from public and private stakeholders, the plan remains unchanged. 
Following, Richard briefed the committee on the use of a real world level 2 HazMat event that 
occurred at McCarran International Airport in August of 2019, as a medium for the required 
yearly exercise by the SERC.  

 
Motion by Carolyn Levering to approve submittal of the FY2020 LEPC HazMat Plan in 
January of 2020. 
Seconded by Michael Wilson. 
No further discussion, motion carried. 
 

VIII. LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS    
  
 a.   Plans Administration Subcommittee 
 Richard Brenner states that a commodity flow study that was conducted over the span of five 

years with NDOT has been completed. The study reviewed all of the HazMat facilities in the 
state of Nevada, where the hazardous chemicals in the facilities were identified. A petroleum 
corridor study was completed in conjunction with field analysis to verify data. All of the 
collected data is available to planners so that it can be used by THIRA. Chief Steinbeck 
informed Richard that he will be placed on a future agenda to give a presentation on his 
findings. 

 
 b.   Training Subcommittee 
 Misty Richardson reported the 4th quarter Training and Exercise events were capped off with 

the recently conducted CCTA exercise that was community wide. The majority of the success 
experienced during the exercise is attributed to the all of the hard work and commitment 
displayed by all of the agencies involved and bolstered by the year’s previous training events. 
Misty announced that there will likely be a consolidated calendar within the next 3 weeks to 
discuss and develop the task books for FY 20. FEMA will be hosting the Advanced Academy 
in Clark County, where the first week was conducted in October of 2019 and the remainder of 
the course will be held at some point in 2020. The MEP course was also help two weeks prior 
to the LEPC meeting in the Clark County MACC where various entities and agencies from 
within the state and nationally participated. The next phase of the class will be conducted in 
May of 2020. There will also be between 300 to 400 classes within the City of Las Vegas 
during 2020 and Kara Easton with the CLV would be able to provide dates on them. These 
class dates will also be available on WebEOC. The Training and Exercise Planning 
Workshop was held in October and those who participated have synced up their training 
schedules for the next three years. An After Action Report will be generated after the State 



DEM conducts their TEPW and made available. In February there will be a Management 462, 
Community Planning for Economic Recovery, course hosted by the City of Las Vegas. The 
SNHD will be hosting a pediatric disaster response course in March.  

 
 c.   Grants Subcommittee 
 Karen Taylor reported on the last SERC HMEP grant that LEPC used for members to attend 

the Reno Fire Show conference. There were 12 spots offered but only 7 members attended. 
Only 40% of the grant was used and the remaining 60% will be returned to HMEP. Chief 
Steinbeck commented that the returning of the funds is not necessarily a negative 
consequence as the money can be used again within the community for something more 
suitable.  

  
 d.   GIS Subcommittee 
 Craig Cooper Reported that there has been little traction made with the ESRI platform and 

that they are working on getting it further incorporated into special events. Chief Steinbeck 
commented on the abilities that ESRI was currently offering in the realm of damage 
assessment and how it appears to be more comprehensive and capable than the current 
platform utilized by the state.  

 
 e.   Legislative Subcommittee 
 Angeline Szymanski – Nothing to report. 
 
 f.   Public Information Subcommittee 
 John Turner reported that the Southern Nevada Community Prep application download 

numbers are up. Apple downloads were at 7,925 and android downloads were at 2,222. Work 
on advertising is still underway. Craig Cooper asked if there was a line of communication 
between the PIO and transportation companies such as Uber and Lyft to where wireless push 
notifications could be sent out to alleviate traffic congestions during a MCI. John Turner was 
unsure of the answer to that and referred to Cheryl Nagy for an answer. Chief Steinbeck 
stated the difficulty in retaining a good point of contact with these agencies due to their high 
turnover rate of personnel but that it is crucial to keep attempting to do so.  

 
  
 
 
 SPECIAL REPORTS & WORKING GROUPS 
 
 g.   Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) 
 Brian Scroggins discussed the visit from Kevin Smith with DHS who is the director of the 

faith-based community partnerships. During his visit, over 300 faith leaders came together at 
Metro for presentations on lessening community gun violence. Two weeks ago DHS brought 
over an active shooter training exercise that was held at the Orleans, where multiple 
stakeholders participated in. Brian also announced that this would be his last LEPC meeting 
as chair. He will be an active member and will assist in future endeavors with the various 
agencies. Chief Steinbeck offered thanks to Brian for his dedicated service and will formally 
recognize him at the next LEPC meeting. 

 
 h.   Nuclear Waste Division Yucca Mountain Update 
 No report. 
 
 i.   ARES/RACES Update 
 Bill Smith reported that there will be a new outdoor radio antennae and a new amateur radio 

repeater installed at the City of Las Vegas EOC. The installation will provide wide area radio 
coverage to the Las Vegas Valley. This repeater will also be linked to the two other existing 
repeaters at Southern Hills Hospital and Westgate Hotel and Casino, respectively. Chief 
Steinbeck thanked ARES/RACES for their continued support and dedication. He also 



reaffirmed the importance of their work as a safety net for the entire valley incase traditional 
communications were to go down. 

 
V. Review and Approve September 10, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes (for possible action) 
 The Chair revisits item V. Review and Approve September 10, 2019 meeting minutes. 
  
 Motion by Carolyn Levering to approve the minutes. 
 Seconded by Mike Wilson 
 No further discussion, motion carried. 
 
VIII. Public Comments 
 

• Mike Wilson wished to congratulate Chief Steinbeck on his selection as the Clark 
County Fire Chief. He then announced that the CCSD will be offering up two job 
positions in emergency management. He asked the committee to relay this 
information to any individuals who may be interested in the position. 

 
• Brian Scroggins wished to thank Mike Wilson for his work he has done with charter 

schools as well and that his presence has made emergency management, security 
and safety that much more capable.  

 
• Brian Mitchell wished to thank the individuals and agencies that assisted with the 

Aviation Nation event the past weekend. The event saw an estimated 226,000 
visitors over the three days it was operating and would not have been successful if it 
was not for the efforts of all of those involved. 

 
• Richard Brenner updated the committee on the status of a liquid hydrogen power 

plant that may be moving to North Las Vegas, North of the Motor Speedway. Richard 
also discussed the environmental impacts that a plant in the area may have. 

 
• Next Regularly Scheduled LEPC meeting: Thursday, February 13, 2020 at 9:00 A.M., 

Fire Station 18 Clark County EOC/EMS Training Room 2nd Floor, 575 E. Flamingo Rd 
Las Vegas, NV 89119 

 
 
  IX. Adjournment. 
 Motion to adjourn by Richard Brenner. 
 Second by Daniel Berg. 
 Motion carried. 
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